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§576.103

“‘rental assistance’ or ‘‘housing reloca-
tion and stabilization services’ for the
purposes of this part.

(b) Prohibition against involuntary
family separation. The age, of a child
under age 18 must not be used as a
basis for denying any family’s admis-
sion to an emergency shelter that uses
Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG)
funding or services and provides shelter
to families with children under age 18.

(c) Minimum period of use. (1) Ren-
ovated buildings. BEach building ren-
ovated with ESG funds must be main-
tained as a shelter for homeless indi-
viduals and families for not less than a
period of 3 or 10 years, depending on
the type of renovation and the value of
the building. The ‘‘value of the build-
ing”’ is the reasonable monetary value
assigned to the building, such as the
value assigned by an independent real
estate appraiser. The minimum use pe-
riod must begin on the date the build-
ing is first occupied by a homeless indi-
vidual or family after the completed
renovation. A minimum period of use
of 10 years, required for major rehabili-
tation and conversion, must be en-
forced by a recorded deed or use re-
striction.

(1) Major rehabilitation. If the reha-
bilitation cost of an emergency shelter
exceeds 75 percent of the value of the
building before rehabilitation, the min-
imum period of use is 10 years.

(ii) Conversion. If the cost to convert
a building into an emergency shelter
exceeds 75 percent of the value of the
building after conversion, the min-
imum period of use is 10 years.

(iii) Renovation other than major reha-
bilitation or conversion. In all other
cases where ESG funds are used for
renovation, the minimum period of use
is 3 years.

(2) Essential services and shelter oper-
ations. Where the recipient or sub-
recipient uses ESG funds solely for es-
sential services or shelter operations,
the recipient or subrecipient must pro-
vide services or shelter to homeless in-
dividuals and families at least for the
period during which the ESG funds are
provided. The recipient or subrecipient
does not need to limit these services or
shelter to a particular site or struc-
ture, so long as the site or structure
serves the same type of persons origi-
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nally served with the assistance (e.g.,
families with children, unaccompanied
youth, disabled individuals, or victims
of domestic violence) or serves home-
less persons in the same area where the
recipient or subrecipient originally
provided the services or shelter.

(d) Maintenance of effort. The mainte-
nance of effort requirements under
§576.101(c), which apply to the use of
ESG funds for essential services related
to street outreach, also apply for the
use of such funds for essential services
related to emergency shelter.

§576.103 Homelessness
component.

prevention

ESG funds may be used to provide
housing relocation and stabilization
services and short- and/or medium-
term rental assistance necessary to
prevent an individual or family from
moving into an emergency shelter or
another place described in paragraph
(1) of the ‘‘homeless’ definition in
§576.2. This assistance, referred to as
homelessness prevention, may be pro-
vided to individuals and families who
meet the criteria under the ‘‘at risk of
homelessness’ definition, or who meet
the criteria in paragraph (2), (3), or (4)
of the ‘‘homeless’ definition in §576.2
and have an annual income below 30
percent of median family income for
the area, as determined by HUD. The
costs of homelessness prevention are
only eligible to the extent that the as-
sistance is necessary to help the pro-
gram participant regain stability in
the program participant’s current per-
manent housing or move into other
permanent housing and achieve sta-
bility in that housing. Homelessness
prevention must be provided in accord-
ance with the housing relocation and
stabilization services requirements in
§576.105, the short-term and medium-
term rental assistance requirements in
§576.106, and the written standards and
procedures established under §576.400.

§576.104 Rapid re-housing assistance
component.

ESG funds may be used to provide
housing relocation and stabilization
services and short- and/or medium-
term rental assistance as necessary to
help a homeless individual or family
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move as quickly as possible into per-
manent housing and achieve stability
in that housing. This assistance, re-
ferred to as rapid re-housing assist-
ance, may be provided to program par-
ticipants who meet the criteria under
paragraph (1) of the ‘“homeless’ defini-
tion in §576.2 or who meet the criteria
under paragraph (4) of the ‘‘homeless”
definition and live in an emergency
shelter or other place described in
paragraph (1) of the ‘““homeless’ defini-
tion. The rapid re-housing assistance
must be provided in accordance with
the housing relocation and stabiliza-
tion services requirements in §576.105,
the short- and medium-term rental as-
sistance requirements in §576.106, and
the written standards and procedures
established under §576.400.

§576.105 Housing relocation and sta-
bilization services.

(a) Financial assistance costs. Subject
to the general conditions under §576.103
and §576.104, ESG funds may be used to
pay housing owners, utility companies,
and other third parties for the fol-
lowing costs:

(1) Rental application fees. ESG funds
may pay for the rental housing applica-
tion fee that is charged by the owner to
all applicants.

(2) Security deposits. ESG funds may
pay for a security deposit that is equal
to no more than 2 months’ rent.

(3) Last month’s rent. If necessary to
obtain housing for a program partici-
pant, the last month’s rent may be
paid from ESG funds to the owner of
that housing at the time the owner is
paid the security deposit and the first
month’s rent. This assistance must not
exceed one month’s rent and must be
included in calculating the program
participant’s total rental assistance,
which cannot exceed 24 months during
any 3-year period.

(4) Utility deposits. ESG funds may
pay for a standard utility deposit re-
quired by the utility company for all
customers for the utilities listed in
paragraph (5) of this section.

(b) Utility payments. ESG funds may
pay for up to 24 months of utility pay-
ments per program participant, per
service, including up to 6 months of
utility payments in arrears, per serv-
ice. A partial payment of a utility bill

§576.105

counts as one month. This assistance
may only be provided if the program
participant or a member of the same
household has an account in his or her
name with a utility company or proof
of responsibility to make utility pay-
ments. Eligible utility services are gas,
electric, water, and sewage. No pro-
gram participant shall receive more
than 24 months of utility assistance
within any 3-year period.

(6) Moving costs. ESG funds may pay
for moving costs, such as truck rental
or hiring a moving company. This as-
sistance may include payment of tem-
porary storage fees for up to 3 months,
provided that the fees are accrued after
the date the program participant be-
gins receiving assistance under para-
graph (b) of this section and before the
program participant moves into perma-
nent housing. Payment of temporary
storage fees in arrears is not eligible.

(b) Services costs. Subject to the gen-
eral restrictions under §576.103 and
§576.104, ESG funds may be used to pay
the costs of providing the following
services:

(1) Housing search and placement.
Services or activities necessary to as-
sist program participants in locating,
obtaining, and retaining suitable per-
manent housing, include the following:

(i) Assessment of housing barriers,
needs, and preferences;

(ii) Development of an action plan for
locating housing;

(iii) Housing search;

(iv) Outreach to and negotiation with
owners;

(v) Assistance with submitting rental
applications and understanding leases;

(vi) Assessment of housing for com-
pliance with Emergency Solutions
Grant (ESG) requirements for habit-
ability, lead-based paint, and rent rea-
sonableness;

(vii) Assistance with obtaining utili-
ties and making moving arrangements;
and

(viii) Tenant counseling.

(2) Housing stability case management.
ESG funds may be used to pay cost of
assessing, arranging, coordinating, and
monitoring the delivery of individual-
ized services to facilitate housing sta-
bility for a program participant who
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